NORTH AMERICAN RACERS

THESE 'RUNNERS’' DO NOT CHASE YOU!

BLACK-MASKED
RACER

- FOUND IN THE MISsISSIPPI
= RIVER FLOODPLAIN; GRAY
. WITH DISTINCT BLACK

- MASK JUST BEHIND THE
EYES, BELLY UNIFORMLY

. GRAYISH BLUE

RACERS, OR RUNNERS AS THEY ARE OFTEN
CALLED, ARE A COMMON NONVENOMOUS
SNAKE SPECIES FOUND STATEWIDE IN LOUISIANA.
THEY ARE SLENDER AND LONG, REACHING AN
EXCESS OF 5 FT, AND CAN BE FOUND IN NEARLY
ANY HABITAT, EVEN DISTURBED AREAS. RACERS
TEND TO PREFER OPEN HABITAT EDGES, BUT THEY
ALSO OCCUR IN FORESTS.

LOUISIANA IS HOME TO FIVE RACER SUBSPECIES
(SEE COLOR-CODED RANGE MAP BELOW AND
ASSOCIATED SUBSPECIES TO THE LEFT). THOUGH
ADULTS MAY LOOK DIFFERENT ACROSS SUBSPE-
CIES, JUVENILES OF ALL FIVE SUBSPECIES ARE
INDISTINGUISHABLE (SEE BELOW). AS YOUNG
RACERS MATURE THEY TAKE ON THE ADULT
APPEARANCE OF THEIR SUBSPECIES.

RACERS ARE ACTIVE DURING THE DAY IN
WARMER WEATHER WHERE THEY USE THEIR
LARGE EYES TO ACTIVELY HUNT THEIR PREY,
WHICH INCLUDES INSECTS, LIZARDS, SNAKES,
AMPHIBIANS, BIRDS, AND RODENTS. RACERS DO
NOT CONSTRICT THEIR PREY. RACERS ARE PREYED
UPON BY MAMMALS, BIRDS, AND SNAKES SUCH
AS KINGSNAKES AND EVEN LARGER RACERS.
RACERS MATE IN THE SPRING, AND FEMALES MAY
LAY MORE THAN TWO DOZEN EGGS.

AS THEIR NAME IMPLIES, RACERS ARE FAST AND
AGILE. THEY USUALLY FLEE WHEN APPROACHED
AND MAY EVEN CLIMB INTO SMALL TREES OR
SHRUBS TO ESCAPE PERCEIVED DANGER. SOME-
TIMES RACERS MAY FLEE IN YOUR DIRECTION BUT
THEY ARE NOT CHASING YOU! THIS MYTH
REFLECTS A MISINTERPRETATION OF THE
ENCOUNTER AND HAD YOU STAYED STILL THE
SNAKE WOULD HAVE CRUISED RIGHT PAST YOU.
THAT SAID, IF A RACER |S MOLESTED OR FEELS
TRAPPED, THEY WILL NOT HESITATE TO STRIKE
REPEATEDLY.

LA.R.E. FACT SHEET #2

BUTTERMILK
RACER

FOUND IN CENTRAL AND
NORTH LOUISIANA; BLACK,
BLUISH OR GRAY WITH SCAT-

4 TERED WHITISH OR PALE BLUE
¢ SCALES, SOME MAY BE NEARLY
> UNSPOTTED WHEREAS

. OTHERS ARE HEAVILY

Y SPOTTED, BELLY UNIFORMLY
WHITE OR CREAM COLORED

SOUTHERN BLACK
- RACER

"_‘ FOUND IN THE FLORIDA

17 PARISHES OF SOUTHEAST

" LOUISIANA; SOLID BLACK

% WITH PROMINENT WHITE

1: COLORATION ON CHIN AND
~ THROAT, BELLY UNIFORMLY
DARK GRAY OR BLACK

EASTERN YELLOW-

BELLIED RACER

= FOUND IN SOUTHWEST LOUI-

——— SIANA; OLIVE ON TOP FADING
~ TO MORE GREEN ON THE JUVENILE

© SIDES, BELLY UNIFORMLY GRAYISH AND STRIKINGLY PATTERNED WITH
YELLOW MANY THIN, REDDISH BROWN BLOTCHES DOWN
THE BACK AND SMALL SPOTS ON THE SIDES.

UBSPECIES)

TAN RACER

FOUND IN A SMALL AREA OF
WEST CENTRAL LOUISIANA
NEAR THE TEXAS BORDER;
BROWN WITH SCATTERED
PALE SCALES, SOME MAY BE
NEARLY UNSPOTTED
WHEREAS OTHERS ARE

. HEAVILY SPOTTED, BELLY UNI-

FORMLY GRAY OR WHITE INDIVIDUALS NEAR THE
BOUNDARIES OF OTHER SUBSPECIES
MAY APPEAR INTERMEDIATE IN APPEARANCE.
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